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Braille  52  Books  During  Summer  >y 

Volunteers  Produce  304  Volumes  for  Blind  in  Three  Months 


Miss  Margaret  D.  McGuffey,  librarian, 
Room  for  the  Blind,  in  the  Library  of 
Congress,  has  been  appointed  Director  of 
Braille,  in  charge  of  transcribing.  Miss 
Adelia  M.  Hoyt  has  been  appointed  As- 
sistant Director,  and  will  be  responsible 
for  handling  the  technical  part  of  the 
work. 

Despite  the  allurements  of  the  summer 
season,  Braille  transcribers  in  July, 
August,  and  September  increased  their  con- 
tribution to  blind  readers  by  52  books  of 
304  volumes.  This  volunteer  activity  has 
been  given  fresh  impetus  by  the  new 
manual,  “Braille  Transcribing,”  as  is 
shown  by  scores  of  letters  received  from 
transcribers. 

On  the  report  of  Braille  transcribing  for 
July,  August,  and  September  the  books 
cover  a wide  range  of  subjects.  A novelty 
for  the  blind  readers  is  contributed  by  De- 
troit Braillists  in  a transcription  of  ten 
modern  plays  of  outstanding  merit.  These 
include  “The  Emperor  Jones,”  by  Eugene 
O’Neill ; “The  First  Year,”  by  Frank 
Craven;  “Liliom,”  by  Ferenc  Molnar; 
“Enter  Madame,”  by  Baress  and  Byrne; 
“The  Green  Goddess,”  by  William  Archer; 
“Mary  Rose,”  by  J.  M.  Barrie;  “Nice  Peo- 
ple,” by  Rachel  Crothers;  “The  Bad  Man,” 
by  P.  E.  Brown;  “The  Skin  Game,”  by 
John  Galsworthy;  “Deburau,”  by  Sacha 
Guitry.  The  Junior  League  of  Detroit  also 
contributed  “Flappers  and  Philosophers,”  by 
F.  S.  Fitzgerald;  “Wessex  Tales,”  by 
Thomas  Hardy,  and  “Dreams,”  by  Olive 
Schreiner. 

The  report  places  to  the  credit  of  the 
New  York  County,  N.  Y.,  Chapter  these 
works:  “Christianity  and  Progress,”  by 

Harry  Emerson  Fosdick;  “Under  the  Red 
Robe,”  by  Stanley  Weyman;  “Old  New 
York”  by  Edith  Wharton;  “David  Blaize 
of  Kings,”  by  E.  F.  Benson;  “The  Dance 
of  Life,”  by  Havelock  Ellis;  “The  Lady  of 
the  Decoration,”  by  Frances  Little;  “The 
Harp-Weaver  and  Other  Poems,”  by  Edna 
St.  V.  Millay;  “A  Cathedral  Courtship” 
and  “Penelope’s  English  Experiences,”  by 
Kate  Douglas  Wiggin;  “Swinging  Lan- 
terns,” by  Elizabeth  Enders  and  “Joshua 
Barney,”  by  Ralph  D.  Paine. 

From  the  Southeastern  Pennsylvania 
Chapter:  “Both  Sides  of  the  Shield,”  by 
Major  Archibald  W.  Butt;  “North,”  by 
J.  B.  Hendryx;  “The  Story  of  the  Other 
Wise  Man,”  by  Henry  Van  Dyke;  “Ex- 
tricating Obadiah,”  by  Joseph  C.  Lincoln; 
“Tramping  With  a Poet  in  the  Rockies,” 
by  Stephen  Graham;  “Mary,  Mary,”  by 
James  Stephens;  “The  Show-Off,”  by  Wil- 
liam A.  Wolff;  “Uncle  William,”  by 
Jeannette  Lee;  “The  Ebb-Tide,”  by  Steven- 

From  the  San  Francisco  Chapter:  “The 
Master  of  Man,”  by  Hall  Caine;  “My  Gar- 
den of  Memory,”  by  Kate  Douglas  Wiggin. 


Another  transcription  of  “Joshua  Barney,” 
by  Ralph  D.  Paine,  has  been  made  by  the 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif.,  Chapter,  which  also 
did  “Mister  Podd,”  by  Freeman  Tilden. 
The  Baltimore,  Md.,  Chapter  has  produced 
“Greyfriars  Bobby,”  by  Eleanor  Atkinson. 
William  Barton’s  “Safed  and  Keturah” 
comes  from  the  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Chapter. 
Other  works  are:  “The  Three  Hostages,” 

by  John  Buchan,  and  “A  Maker  of  His- 
tory,” by  E.  P.  Oppenheim,  Tuxedo  Park, 
N.  Y.,  Chapter;  “The  Open  Spaces,”  by 
J.  C.  Van  Dyke,  Glencove  Branch, 
Mineola,  N.  Y. ; “Dangerous  Ages,”  by 
Rose  Macauley,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  Chapter; 
“Lord  Jim,”  by  Conrad,  Salem,  Mass., 
Branch;  “North  of  36,”  by  Emerson 
Hough,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Chapter;  “The 
Crown  of  Individuality,”  by  W.  G.  Jor- 
dan, Westerly,  R.  I.,  Chapter;  Kipling’s 
“Barrack-Room  Ballads,”  Newton,  Mass., 
Chapter,  which  also  did  Curwood’s  “The 
Alaskan.” 

“Camac’s  Folly,”  by  Gilbert  Parker, 
comes  from  the  Hickory,  N.  C.,  Chapter; 
“Heirs  Apparent,”  by  Philip  Gibbs,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  Chapter,  which  also  copied 
Stackpole’s  “The  Beach  of  Dreams”;  “The 
Eagle  and  the  Wrenn,”  by  Roland  Pertwee, 
Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter;  “The  Fasci- 
nating Stranger,”  by  Booth  Tarkington, 
and  “The  Spinster  of  this  Parrish,”  by 
W.  D.  Maxwell,  New  London,  Conn., 
Chapter;  “Further  Adventures  of  Lad,”  by 
A.  P.  Terhune,  Bronxville,  N.  Y.,  Branch; 
Papini’s  “Life  of  Christ,”  Gloucester,  Va., 
Chapter;  “The  Thundering  Herd,”  by 
Zane  Grey,  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  Chap- 
ter; “The  Little  French  Girl,”  by  Anne 
Douglas  Sedgwick,  and  “Calvin  Coolidge,” 
by  E.  E.  Whiting,  Chicago,  III.,  Chapter; 
“The  Worn  Doorstep,”  by  Margaret  Sher- 
wood, Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  Chapter. 

Miss  Mary  Esther  Sawyer,  librarian  of 
the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind  at 
Watertown,  Mass.,  informs  Miss  McGuffey 
that  copies  of  the  new  “Braille  Transcrib- 
ing” manual  have  been  set  aside  for  the 
use  of  the  Harvard  University  class  in 
Braille.  She  compliments  the  authors  on 
the  clearness  and  conciseness  of  the  manual 
and  asks  for  more  copies. 

Labor  a Field  of  Service 

Red  Cross  Chapters  are  appealed  to  in 
filling  various  needs,/  An  unusual  request 
was  recently  received  for  cotton  pickers, 
addressed  to  the  /Joplin,  Mo.,  Chapter  in  a 
letter  from  the  Mayes  County  Republican,  a 
newspaper  published  at  Pryor,  Okla.  The 
editor  says  fhere^Jie^an  emergency  in  this 
shortage  of  plclcers  throughout  the  county 
and  asks  Joplin  men  or  women  needing 
work  to  come  to  the  rescue. 

The  Courier  at  $1  a year;  less  than  five 
cents  an  issue. 


V oice  of  the  Press 
on  Red  Cross  Topics 


“A  Large  Return” 

{From  the  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Gazette.) 

At  least  one  family  in  Cedar  Rapids  got 
a large  return  last  week  from  a small  in- 
vestment. A Bpy__Scoqt  who  had  taken 
free  lessons'  in  life-saving  and  first  aid 
thr(Otigh  the  Red  Cross/ Committee  that  is 
promoting  this  work,  slaved  his  chum  from 
drowning.  The  life* of  one  boy  rescued 
from  a watery  gra^e  compensates  the  com- 
munity for  its  entire  Red  Cross  invest- 
ment. f 

The  Y.  W.  p.  A.  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  each 
has  an  indoor/  pool.  Each  gives  lessons  in 
swimming  and  life  saving.  The  Boy 
Scouts,  the  pioqeer  organizations  train  their 
members  in  first'lrttlr^TlT^'Re^'^ross  has 
offered  and  given  assistance  to  these Jorgan- 
izations. 

Until  Cedar  Rapids  obtains  a civic  swim- 
ming pool  to  be  used  by  the  jpubYic  all  the 
year  through  as  the  parks  are  used  in  sum- 
mer months,  it  would/seem  desirable  if 
one  or  both  of  the ^ifidoor  pools  could  be 
turned  over  to  the  public  for  certain  hours 
each  week.  In  this  way,^he_jciv4e-p4ay- 
ground  commission^  and  Red  Cross  copld 
promote  a city-wide  interest  in  swjHlming 
and  life-saving.  It  may  be  th«M^fhe  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  and  the  Y.  W.  CA^boards  would 
consider  their  institution  to  be  sufficiently 
general  in  charactefro  permit  such  arrange- 
ments. No  op^can  estimaj^hoW' many  ac- 
cidents ha^e  beeji-^prfvented  this  year  by 
the  knowledge  of  life-saving,  swimming  and 
first  aid  that  is  being  spread  in  this  com- 
munity. Our  institutions  should  do  their 
utmost  to  extend  such  practical  education. 

“Overcomes  Red  Tape” 

( From  the  Echo , Halifax,  N.  S.) 

The  Red  Cross  has  its  mission  in  peace 
time  as  well  as  when  the  war  guns  boom. 
The  story  of  the  Eskimos  “captured”  at 
Wrangel  Island  by  a Bolshevik  crew  is  a 
case  in  point.  They  were^  taken  by  force 
to  Siberia  and  then  deported.  China  re- 
fused to  admit  them  and  there  they  were, 
alone  and  friendless  in  a strange  and  hostile 
lan'd.  No  one  was  willing  to  help  them  get 
back  home.  Then  the  Red  Cross/ steps  in 
ana*~advances  $1,600  to  pay  for  transpor- 
tation of  these  unfortunates  from  Vladivos- 
tok to  Seattle,  an  easy  step  to  their  native 
shores.  It  is  a good  illustp&tion  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  organization  in  this  civili- 
zation of  ours.  Red  ta£e  balks  at  charity, 
but  the  Red  Cross  delights  in  it. 

TO  EDITORS:  Tlih  Red  Cross 
Courier  invites  reprinting  of  its  ar- 
ticles, in  'ivnole  or  in,  fart.  The  ma- 
terial in  'J'he  Courier  is  not  copy- 
righted. 
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